Public Hearing Minutes

Monday, August 15, 2011 at the Rockland Town Hall

Called to order by Chairman Cashman at 7:30 p.m.

Adjourned at 8:31 p.m.

The Clerk and all Town Board members were present together with ten people from the public; the Treasurer’s presence was not requested.  Chairman Cashman verified the meeting was properly noticed; the agenda was presented after the pledge of allegiance was recited.
Supervisor Van Vonderen explained that the Public Hearing Notice simply explains what is changing – what will be repealed, recreated, restated, etc.  The process actually began about five years ago.  The Rockland Planning Commission looked at every ordinance for accuracy and completeness and then addressed any missing ordinances.  She further explained how some of the existing uses were cleaned up for instance, a two or five acre parcel could currently have 100 head of cattle on it and that just does not make good sense.
Someone asked:  What’s the City of De Pere’s purpose for what’s it’s doing to Rockland with regard to borders and development?  De Pere wanted a 300+ acre annexation and the Town Board said no so De Pere exercised its right to Extraterritorial Jurisdiction.  Then Rockland attempted to redo all of its zoning but De Pere stopped that with ETZ which controls Rockland’s zoning; ETZ expired.  Now we have the ability to fix or modify our zoning before De Pere can again put ETZ on in October, 2011.

Someone asked:  What does small wind energy consist of?  Small wind turbines went up to 170’ and 100kw but that’s being changed to 110’ with less restrictions.  In addition, medium wind turbines are added and they go up to 170’.  This change is really meant to help individuals who mean to offset their own power usage.

Someone asked:  Why letter I on page 81?  Bob Gerbers said the 4:12 roof pitch does not meet the State’s energy code.

Someone asked:  Should there be language about house numbers on mailboxes in the #4 or #5 on page 27?

Someone asked:  On page 88, #2, letter h – Does this even make sense?  If this is removed then the only way someone could even get a small wind energy facility is by applying for a variance.
All minutes have been taken truthfully and honestly and to the best of my knowledge and ability.

Toni L. Carter, WCMC
Town Clerk
Minutes approved as written / with corrections (strike one) by the Town Board on Tuesday, September 6, 2011.

Dennis J. Cashman
Town Chairman
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