2011 Annual Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, April 12, 2010 at the Rockland Town Hall

Called to order at 7:31 p.m.

Adjourned at approximately 9:15 p.m.

The Clerk, Treasurer and all Board members were present together with 12 electors.  Chairman Cashman verified with Clerk Carter that this meeting was properly noticed; the agenda was presented after the pledge of allegiance was recited.
Prior Minute Approvals

Clerk Carter read the minutes from the April 13, 2010, Annual Town Meeting.

M/M by Dave Stubenvoll to approve the minutes after changing the heading date to read “April 13, 2010” rather than 2009; seconded by Don Van Deurzen.  Motion carried by voice vote.

Clerk Carter read the minutes of the November 15, 2010, special town meeting.

M/M by Don Van Deurzen to approve the minutes as presented; seconded by Terry Vertz.  Motion carried by voice vote.
Set Date for 2012 Annual Meeting

M/M by Terry Vertz to hold the 2012 Annual Meeting on Tuesday, April 10, 2012, at 7:30 p.m.; seconded by Ed Schuh.  Motion carried by voice vote.
Approval of 2010 Annual Report
Chairman Cashman presented the Annual Report going over receipts and disbursements page by page.  Clerk Carter agreed to sort future disbursements on the Annual Report by check number rather than by date in order to easily see if check numbers are sequential.
M/M by Dave Stubenvoll to approve the Annual Report after correcting the Bridge Fund Expenditures and Highway Maintenance misclassification; seconded by Ed Schuh.  Motion carried by voice vote.

Fire Departments Report

Greenleaf and Morrison Volunteer Fire Departments continue to serve the Town; however, mutual aid is in place so all fire departments help where needed.  Residents are reminded to have their house number visible on both sides of their mailbox.  The Town does not issue burning permits so be responsible and call the community dispatch as well as your fire chief.  Greenleaf Volunteer Fire Department returned our 4th quarter fire dues payment in the amount of $18,894 because it had sufficient revenues.  They have done this several times in the past.  

As Brown County Supervisor, Vicky Van Vonderen reported that the new 911 system has been approved by the Brown County Board and will be up and running by the end of 2012.  This is a huge improvement over the existing system that does not allow more than one conversation at a time and contains numerous dead zones throughout the county.  The new system will have an annual maintenance agreement that will insure the county will be able to keep the system up-to-date well into the future.

Quarterly newsletter status report

The Rockland Newsletter is currently in its 11th year and is now subsidized by advertisers.  A survey was done at the Spring General Election which resulted in an overwhelming positive response.  Residents enjoy the newsletter and desire it to continue.  An on-line version was suggested and this will be looked into.
Bridge Petition:  Discussion regarding 2011 contribution and how it is now being handled
There are four bridges within the Town and they were inspected in December 2010.  The lowest rated bridge continues to be the Ryan Road bridge which is holding at 75%.  

As of last year, Brown County is not allowing additional contributions to the existing Brown County Bridge Fund.  It wants municipalities to stop using the fund as a general savings account and begin to save on their own.  Supervisor Van Vonderen suggested the Town start a separate bridge contingency account to begin saving for the future.
Jim Paque:  Clarified that the road after the bridge on Wrightstown Road does not belong to Rockland but the bridge does.

Terry Vertz:  Questioned whether creating our own bridge contingency account would go against our levy and the answer is yes.

M/M by Don Van Deurzen to not set any monies aside in a bridge contingency account at this time; seconded by Bob Gerbers.  Motion carried by voice vote.
Garbage / Recycling report
Mary Van Dyck stated that we are required to collect 82.4# per capita for recycling and we are currently collecting 188.81# per capita.  In 2010 we collected 157.66 tons of recycling which is 40.31 tons more than was collected in 2009; this is due in part to single-stream recycling.

Chairman’s Report
Clean-up day is this Saturday.  The Pet Clinic with Dr. Bill Janssen will be held from 9-11 pm April 30th.  Rummage sale day is also scheduled for April 30th.  
We started going through the Working Lands Initiative last year.  The conversion fee and PACE program want to be gotten rid of, so everything is now somewhat on hold.  Brown County Planning is still working on the project; it’s the towns that are on hold.  Farmland Preservation is still in effect.

The last snow storm will take care of our budget.  There were many problems regarding adequate service from our vendor, Brown County Highway Department, and no solutions offered until the next day which was very disheartening.

The recent heavy rains have brought many necessary road repairs to light.

Bob Gerbers:  Parts of Sportsmans Road are washed out.

If the Governor’s proposed two year budget goes through, Rockland can expect an $11,521 reduction in shared revenue, a $2,692 reduction in transportation aid, and a 0% levy limit.  
Wind Turbine activity report

Glen Schwalbach gave a report which is made a part of these minutes by reference.
Terry Vertz:  Clarified that setbacks may be not only from property lines but also from buildings.

Other public comment

Terry Vertz:  Asked when the trees are coming from the Green Bay Packers organization.  The tentative pick-up date is Monday, April 18th and the Town will receive 11 trees to be planted on the Town’s property.

M/M by Bob Gerbers to adjourn; seconded by Dave Stubenvoll.  Motion carried by voice vote.

All minutes have been taken truthfully and honestly and to the best of my knowledge and ability.

Toni L. Carter

Town Clerk

Minutes approved as written / with corrections (strike one) by the Town Electors on Tuesday, April 10, 2012.

__________________________
Town Elector_____________________
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