Town Board Meeting Minutes

Monday, July 19, 2010 at the Rockland Town Hall

Called to order by Chairman Cashman at 5:10 p.m.

Adjourned at 7:05 p.m.

The Clerk, Bob Gerbers, and all Town Board members were present together with Bob Rudd of Rudd and Associates; the Treasurer’s presence was not requested.  
There was discussion about tying our farmland preservation or working lands initiative to the County’s plan in order to give it good and logical reasoning.

Bob Rudd presented an outline of a strategic process and touched on the following:

· Loss of tax base when fixed overhead costs do not change which causes towns to disappear

· Large land owners being enticed by cities, although illegal, is out of the town’s control

· Land trusts and what they mean as a separate entity not tied to the town (503c Not-for-Profit Organizations)

· Transfer rights and the difficulty in our current economy

· Conservation-by-design

· Working lands initiative

· Town identity or lack thereof

Bob’s rate is $75.00 per hour and that is all-inclusive.  He will draw up a proposal for consideration.
M/M by Chairman Cashman to adjourn; seconded by Supervisor Van Vonderen.  Motion carried by voice vote.
All minutes have been taken truthfully and honestly and to the best of my knowledge and ability.

Toni L. Carter, WCMC
Town Clerk
Minutes approved as written / with corrections (strike one) by the Town Board on Monday, August 2, 2010.

Dennis J. Cashman
Town Chairman
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