2010 Annual Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, April 13, 2009 at the Rockland Town Hall

Called to order at 7:34 p.m.

Adjourned at 9:45 p.m.

The Clerk, Treasurer and all Board members were present together with 16 electors and 3 others.  Chairman Cashman verified with Clerk Carter that this meeting was properly noticed; the agenda was presented after the pledge of allegiance was recited.
Prior Minute Approvals

Clerk Carter read the minutes from the April 14, 2009, Annual Town Meeting.

M/M by Ed Schuh to approve the minutes as read; seconded by Steve Gander.  Motion carried by voice vote.

Clerk Carter read the minutes of the November 16, 2009, special town meeting.

M/M by Randy Hansen to approve the minutes after corrected; seconded by Steve Gander.  Motion carried by voice vote. – MOTION RESCINDED BY RANDY HANSEN AND KAREN CASHMAN DUE TO CLARIFICATION ON THE CORRECTION THAT MUST BE MADE.
M/M by Rick Van Vonderen to approve the minutes after changing $1,27.72 to $4,507.96 in the first motion of those minutes; seconded by Dorothy Cashman.  Motion carried by voice vote.
Set Date for 2011 Annual Meeting

M/M by Bob Gerbers to hold the 2011 Annual Meeting on Tuesday, April 12, 2011, at 7:30 p.m.; seconded by Wayne Carter.  Motion carried by voice vote.
Approval of 2009 Annual Report
Chairman Cashman presented the Annual Report going over receipts and disbursements page by page.

Hubert Wendricks:  Why is revenue down?  Several items are down - shared revenue, bridge reimbursement, interest income.
Ed Schuh:  Can loans be paid off earlier to save on interest expense; 4.5% is too high when a CD only gets 2%?  There is not a prepayment penalty however, the town would need to raise the money because the budget does not have excess funds so raising taxes would be an option.
Hubert Wendricks:  Why is the facility plan attorney fees so much less?  The board is confident that there will not be as much need for this item in 2011.

Tony Wiegert:  Presented a letter on behalf of several Deer Point Lane residents expressing concern over the condition of the chip seal and requesting blacktop for Rockland’s portion of that road being that there are no empty lots remaining on that road in the town (Treasurer Van Dyck clarified that there is actually one remaining empty lot).  Tony also stated that some municipalities do not allow chipseal anymore and felt the board should re-evaluate the budget for chipsealing and consider not spending any money on road maintenance for some years to save up money to begin blacktopping town roads.  Morrison, Glenmore, Holland, and parts of Ledgeview still chipseal.  There were considerable monies spent on Deer Point Lane in 2009; Chairman Cashman will be meeting Scott Construction on that road to review the condition and come to resolution as to what should happen.  Leaving town road maintenance go for several years to save money is not an option because of several reasons – one being safety.  Chairman Cashman presented a price to blacktop Deer Point Lane that would cost its property owners approximately $5,000 each as a special charge or assessment on their property tax bill, which was met with a price from a contractor Tony contacted that was significantly less – the lower price clearly did not meet the current road standards however.  Chairman Cashman will stay in contact with Tony regarding what solutions are available once the meeting with Scott Construction takes place.

Hubert Wendricks:  Is recycling costing $20,000?  Yes, it is state mandated.
M/M by Rick Van Vonderen to approve the Annual Report as presented; seconded by Ed Schuh.  Motion carried by voice vote.

Fire Departments Report

Glenn Geurts of the Greenleaf Fire Department gave an update on the 911 system which is currently a wide band system put into place in the late ‘70s or early ‘80s.  The new system will be a narrow band system allowing more frequencies with fewer dead spots and must be complete prior to 2013.  The current system is used by police, fire, and rescue and only one person can talk at a time which causes several issues including delayed responses.
Dave Zeamer of the Morrison Fire Department spoke about dedicating their building addition and an open house that people should watch for.

Bridge Petition

Bridge fund monies can be used to reimburse the Town for repairs and maintenance on any of the four bridges it maintains or any culvert that has a diameter of at least three feet.  The bridge on Ryan Road was constructed in 1959 and it currently has the lowest sufficiency rating of 75% however, the state will not require anything be done until it is closer to 50%; this bridge was once a stone bridge.

M/M by Steve Gander to place $15,000 in the bridge fund for this year with the County matching; seconded by Rick Van Vonderen.  Motion carried by voice vote.
Garbage / Recycling report
Mary Van Dyck presented a report which is made a part of these minutes by reference.

Chairman’s Report
Clean-up day is this Saturday as well as the Pet Clinic with Dr. Bill Janssen.  Rummage sale day is scheduled for April 24th.  The newsletter is in its 10th year of publication and was previously fully supported by the advertisers.  Funding was supplemented by the town beginning in 2009 and will continue to be subsidized by the general fund unless the electors choose not to have it continue. 
M/M by Hubert Wendricks to continue to publish the newsletter and have the town’s general operating budget fund any shortages; seconded by Dave Krutz.  Motion carried by voice vote.

A meeting was held in January regarding the Working Lands Initiative.  A proposed map has been prepared by the Planning Commission with Aaron Schuette of Brown County Planning forwarding it to DATCP for approval.

Scott Construction was awarded the contract for chip sealing and Daanen & Janssen was awarded the stone contract.  Eiler and Wrightstown roads have busted up in a couple spots and Morrison Road will need to be addressed this year – weight limits are off already as frost is gone rather early this year.  
Wind Turbine activity report

Glen Schwalbach gave a report which is made a part of these minutes by reference.
Other public comment

Lloyd Daul:  Asked how many acres must there be to build a house in the town.  De Pere has extra-territorial zoning on the majority of the town so 10 acres is the minimum for subdividing.

Supervisor Van Vonderen gave a brief overview of Rockland’s Own Initiative (ROI) stating that the board has met with a town planner who was recommended by the town attorney and is going to meet with another local company for more ideas before moving forward.

M/M by Rick Van Vonderen to adjourn; seconded by Bob Gerbers.  Motion carried by voice vote.

All minutes have been taken truthfully and honestly and to the best of my knowledge and ability.

Toni L. Carter

Town Clerk

Minutes approved as written / with corrections (strike one) by the Town Electors on Tuesday, April 14, 2011.

__________________________
Town Elector_____________________
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